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WELCOME
Hello and welcome to Wigan 
Council’s What’s on Guide for 
Spring 2026! 

As winter gives way to spring, it’s the perfect 
time to discover something new and inspiring 
across our borough.

Discover Wigan’s Voice at Wigan Museum, 
showcasing contemporary reflections on 
Wigan’s heritage, culture, and landscape through 
new and reimagined works. See The Drumcroon 
Collection Part II at The Turnpike Gallery, curated 
by young selectors. Delve into local history at the 
Archives: Wigan & Leigh History Talk, join friendly 
book discussions at local libraries, and relax 
amid nature on Woodland Walks at Haigh Hall.

There’s so much to enjoy, explore, and take part 
in - we’re sure we’ll see you soon!

To help you navigate our guide, 
look out for these icons:
		

Family Fun
		
Exhibitions
		
Talks, Tours and Workshops 
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Forging the Future 04

Pier 4 @ Wigan Pier 05

Wigan Museum 06

The Turnpike Gallery 10

Archives: Wigan & Leigh 14

Libraries 20

Haigh Woodland Park 26

Get Involved 30

Listings 32

How to Find us 35

Photo courtesy of Archives: Wigan & Leigh 



05WHAT’S ON WIGAN & LEIGH  I  JANUARY - APRIL 202604 WHAT’S ON WIGAN & LEIGH  I  JANUARY - APRIL 2026

The Engine Room Trencherfield Mill, Wigan, WN3 4BL

Forging the Future is an ambitious 
3-year programme that will 
position Wigan as a leading regional 
production hub. The Engine Room, 
managed by Thickskin Theatre, 
is the first in a series of spaces 
the programme aims to aminate, 
a brand-new venue in Wigan’s 
industrial heartland. The Engine Room 
is a place to see great shows, enjoy 
good company and be inspired.

A mix of theatre, dance, music and 
art, full of creative people doing 
what they do best. Entertaining you! 
Located in the historic Trencherfield 
Mill, The Engine Room is breathing 
new life into an extraordinary space. 
Come and be a part of it.

For event information visit 
www.engineroomwigan.co.uk 
- Visit Today

Photo courtesy of Bill Lam

Volunteers needed:
We are looking for volunteers to 
be part of our stewarding team. 
To get involved please email 
louise@thickskintheatre.co.uk

Wigan Pier Wallgate, Wigan, WN3 4EU

Wigan’s most iconic landmark, 
Wigan Pier, will host a series 
of exciting events at the venue 
through to March. Pier 4 and 
5 will be used as the official 
events space, with an eclectic 
mix of music, theatre and 
entertainment for all ages.

For event information visit 
www.visitwigan.com 

Photo courtesy of Blue Harvest, R. Bowen photography 
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Wigan Museum

In the heart of Wigan town centre, Wigan 
Museum and Wigan Local Studies resource 
library offer a fantastic opportunity for 
learning and discovery. 

Explore our temporary exhibitions as well 
newly revamped Ancient Worlds displays. 
You can also delve into your own family 
history and the local area in our beautiful 
local studies library. Our friendly staff are 
always on hand to help!

Entry to the museum and local studies 
is FREE

Please note: the museum and local studies 
will be closed from 3 Nov until 21st February 
for essential maintenance and exhibition 
changeover. Please keep an eye on our 
socials for updates!

        Facilities & Accessibility

• Accessible toilet
• Ramped access
• Lift
• Assistance dogs welcome
• Hearing loop available
• Accessible parking nearby
• Baby changing facilities

Address
41 Library Street, Wigan, 
WN1 1NU

Opening Hours
Tuesday to Friday, 10am-4pm
Saturday, 10am-2pm 

Contact
01942 828128
wiganmuseum@wigan.gov.uk
wigan.gov.uk/museum

@museumofwiganlife @museumofwiganlife

Chinese New Year 
Celebrations

Wigan Library
14 Feb
10am - 1.30pm
Free, drop in

Join us for our annual Chinese 
New Year celebrations. Be wowed 
by the martial arts display in the 
Grand Arcade, dragon dancers on 
Market Place, and a grand finale 
in the library.

New Exhibition 
Wigan’s Voice

Wigan Museum	
21 Feb – 25th July
Check our socials for updates	
10am – 4pm Tue – Fri
10am – 2pm Sat
Free

We can’t wait to welcome you 
back to see our brand-new 
exhibition! Be wowed by incredible 
installations, feel inspired by 
‘Wigan’s Voice’, presenting a series 
of contemporary reflections and 
responses on aspects of Wigan’s 
heritage, culture and landscape.

http://wigan.gov.uk/museum
https://www.facebook.com/MuseumOfWiganLife/
https://www.instagram.com/museumofwiganlife/ 
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Aspull Ring Ditch 
Project by Wigan 
Archaeological Society

Wigan Museum	
28 Feb	
12-1pm	
£3.50 (inc Eventbrite booking 
fee), booking essential

Three years of excavations 
on the side of a hill in Aspull, 
Wigan have revealed a Bronze 
Age burial site surrounded by a 
ring-shaped ditch believed to 
be a religious henge. This talk 
will give a detailed insight into 
the dig, and spotlight some of 
the amazing discoveries.

Photo courtesy of Wigan Archaeological Society

Easter Craft
Activities

Wigan Museum	
4 Apr	
11am - 12.30pm	
Free, drop in

Bring your little bunnies and 
chicks and have fun with 
themed crafts, trails, face 
painting, and more as we 
celebrate spring. 

Half-Term Family Fun

Wigan Museum	
8, 11 Apr	
11am – 12.30pm	
Free, drop in

Make the most of your school 
holiday – join us for fun-packed 
crafts, trails, and more!

Photo courtesy of Livia Lazar

The Rise of the Cotton 
Industry in Wigan 1800 
to 1880 by Ken Scally

Wigan Museum	
18 Apr	
12-1pm	
£3.50 (inc Eventbrite booking 
fee), booking essential

Explore the interaction between 
coal, canals, and steam power 
on textile manufacture. This talk 
will combine a presentation with 
historical narrative and images, 
all interspersed with period songs 
and poems, many in the old 
dialect.

Museum Minis

Wigan Museum	
Spring
Check Eventbrite or contact 
the museum for updates on 
start date	
Every Wed 
10.30am – 11.45am	
£1.50 per child, booking 
essential. Includes drinks for 
child and parent/carer.

Calling all parents and carers 
with little ones, Museum Minis 
is back! Join us for a fun and 
relaxed session full of engaging 
storytelling, songs, and craft 
activities. Suitable for age 
0-5 years. 

Photo courtesy of Livia Lazar

To book, follow our QR code, call 01942 828128 or visit 
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/MuseumArchivesEvents
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The Turnpike Gallery

Photo courtesy of Livia Lazar

The Turnpike Gallery is an arts and 
exhibition space based in Leigh, offering 
cultural activity for all ages. 

The gallery is based in the heart of Leigh 
town centre, neighbouring Leigh Town 
Hall on the Civic Square. You can find us 
on the top floor of the Turnpike Centre, 
above Leigh Library. The Turnpike Gallery 
offers an exciting visual arts programme, 
collaboration with our communities, 
platforming youth voices and nurturing new 
connections in the town of Leigh, the Wigan 
Borough and beyond.

Entry to the gallery is FREE

        Facilities & Accessibility

• Accessible toilet
• Ramped access
• Lift
• Baby changing facilities
• Assistance dogs welcome
• Accessible parking nearby

Address
1st Floor Leigh Library, Civic 
Square, Leigh, WN7 1EB

Opening Hours
Tuesday to Friday, 10am - 4pm
Saturday, 10am - 2pm 
 
Contact
01942 404469
theturnpikegallery@wigan.gov.uk
theturnpikegallery.org.uk

@theturnpikegallery @theturnpikegallery

The Drumcroon 
Collection Part II:

The Turnpike Gallery	
Until 17 April 2026	
Tue – Fri 10am – 4pm
Sat 10am – 2pm	
Free

Young people from our Creative 
Community have selected 
additional artworks from the 
collection and co-curated a 
new version of the exhibition. 
They have chosen 15 artworks 
including paintings, sculpture, 
textiles and craft objects from 
across the world.

The display comprises over 50 
diverse works and celebrates 
the innovative spirit of Wigan’s 
beloved Drumcroon Education 
Art Centre (1980 - 2011) which 
gained national acclaim for its 
work in visual arts education.

Image credit: ‘Pride’ by Kevin Dalton-Johnson, 
‘Points of Contact No.17’ by Victor Pasmore.

The Little Things 
That Stick by 
Craig Atherton 

Craig has taken inspiration 
from the Drumcroon Art 
Collection and from his own 
memories of growing up in 
and around Leigh, to create a 
wonderful installation on the 
outside of Leigh Library. The 
vibrant display of 36 window 
vinyls inspired the cover of this 
edition of the What’s On Guide. 
Visit the Turnpike Centre to 
view the whole collection!

http://theturnpikegallery.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/theturnpikegallery 
https://www.instagram.com/theturnpikegallery/ 
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The Drumcroon 
Schools Loan Scheme

The Turnpike Gallery	
Ongoing		
Free, booking essential

We are delighted to make available 
to schools artworks from the 
Drumcroon Collection. Teachers 
from Wigan schools are invited to 
select up to 3 works per half term. 
Each artwork has information 
about the artist, medium and 
key themes as starting points for 
further exploration with children. 
For more information about how 
to borrow artworks, please visit  
www.theturnpikegallery.org.uk

Photo courtesy of Rina Srabonian

Make. Believe. 
Turnpike Print Tour

Various dates and locations	
1-3pm	
Free, booking essential

Be inspired by original artworks 
from the Turnpike print collection 
and take part in a beginner 
printmaking class! Coming soon 
to a venue near you, check the 
Turnpike Gallery Eventbrite 
page for full details and to book. 
Suitable for adults aged 16+.

Photo courtesy of Rina Srabonian

Saturday Family 
Workshops

The Turnpike Gallery	
24 Jan, 28 Feb, 28 Mar	
10.30am – 12.30pm	
Free, drop in

Meet our friendly artists at 
The Turnpike Gallery and try a 
new art activity every month. 
Suitable for families with children 
aged 5+.

February Half Term

The Turnpike Gallery	
17, 18, 19 Feb	
10.30am – 12.30pm	
Free, booking essential

Fun creative activities inspired 
by our contemporary exhibitions 
programme. Suitable for families 
with children aged 5+.

Sketchbook Social

The Turnpike Gallery	
7 Jan, 4 Feb, 4 Mar	
1-3pm 	
Free, drop in

Join us for a relaxed and social 
sketching session at The Turnpike 
Gallery. Enjoy a brew, mingle with 
other sketchers, and soak up 
inspiration from the Drumcroon 
print exhibition.

For more information and to book; follow our QR code, visit 
www.theturnpikegallery.org.uk or call 01942 404469
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Archives: Wigan & Leigh

Discover your local history and get 
involved in a range of activities and 
workshops for all ages at Archives: Wigan 
& Leigh, found inside the renovated Grade 
II listed Leigh Town Hall.

The archives and local studies service 
collects, preserves, catalogues and makes 
public thousands of records from schools, 
churches, hospitals, businesses and 
families. Explore the exhibition and get free 
assistance with your family history search 
from our friendly volunteers. Book on a 
tour to gain access to state-of-the-art 
strongrooms which store records dating 
back 800 years.

Entry to the archives and 
exhibition is FREE

        Facilities & Accessibility

• Accessible toilet
• Ramped access
• Lift
• Accessible parking nearby
• Assistance dogs welcome

Address
Leigh Town Hall, Civic Square, 
Leigh, WN7 1DY

Opening Hours
Tuesday to Friday, 10am-4pm, 
closed from 1-1.30pm
Saturday, 10am-2pm

Contact
01942 404430
archives@wigan.gov.uk
archives.wigan.gov.uk 

@archiveswiganleigh @archiveswigleigh

Archives: Wigan & Leigh 
Permanent Exhibition

Archives: Wigan & Leigh 	
Tue – Sat 
10am - 4pm Tue – Fri 
closed from 1-1.30pm 
10am - 2pm Sat 
 Free, drop-in 

Discover the rich history of the 
east side of the borough through 
this captivating display of local 
stories, archival treasures, 
and museum objects. Explore 
the remarkable story of Alfred 
Wilkinson, Leigh’s First World 
War Victoria Cross recipient, 
or dive into the fun with our 
Archives Arcade games table and 
interactive exhibits.

Every Community 
Needs a Stage

Archives: Wigan & Leigh 	
Tue – Sat 
10am - 4pm Tue – Fri 
closed from 1-1.30pm 
10am - 2pm Sat 
Free, drop-in 
 
Have you ever wondered 
where the names of towns like 
Orrell, Tyldesley, and Atherton 
come from? This exhibition 
delves into the rich tapestry 
of communities within the 
Wigan Borough. Discover the 
unique stories that connect us 
all and celebrate the shared 
heritage that unites our diverse 
neighbourhoods. 

https://www.facebook.com/ArchivesWiganLeigh 
https://www.instagram.com/archiveswigleigh/
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Leigh Town Hall Tours

Archives: Wigan & Leigh 
Last Wed of Feb, Mar and Apr
11am 	
Free, booking essential 
 
Step inside one of Leigh’s most iconic 
landmarks and uncover its rich history 
on a free guided tour, including exclusive 
access to the archive strongrooms. This is 
a unique opportunity to see where Wigan 
Borough’s archives are preserved and peek 
into the secrets held within the boxes!

Relaxed Mornings

Archives: Wigan & Leigh 
Last Sat of the month
10am -  12pm  
Free, drop-in 

This time is specially dedicated to 
visitors with special needs. It will be 
a SEND-friendly environment with 
limited visitor numbers and staff will 
be available to help with anything 
you need. Enhance your experience 
by borrowing one of our sensory 
suitcases! 

Let’s Talk History

Archives: Wigan & Leigh 	
20 Jan, 17 Feb, 17 Mar	  
7.00pm 
£2 (inc. Eventbrite booking fee), 
booking essential
Includes tea/coffee and biscuits 
 
Step Back in Time – 
Join Our Monthly History Talks!
Organised by Archives: Wigan & 
Leigh, these sessions are a perfect 
way to explore fascinating stories 
from our local heritage – with 
refreshments provided!

20 Jan – The History of Lowton 
Workhouse & Mount Tabor
Dr. Thomas McGrath uncovers 
the lives and struggles within the 
workhouse system and the unique 
story of Mount Tabor. 

17 Feb – The Lesser-Known 
Collections of Archives: 
Wigan & Leigh
Helen Raymond reveals 
surprising treasures from our 
archives that you may never 
have heard about!

17 Mar – Clog Dancing: 
An Illustrated History & 
Fascinating Facts
Alex Fisher brings history 
to life with an entertaining 
talk – complete with live clog 
dancing!

Photo courtesy of Archives: Wigan & Leigh 
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Saturday 
Family Crafts

Archives: Wigan & Leigh
7 Feb, 4 Apr
10.30am - 12.00pm
Free, booking essential  
 
Bring the little ones along for 
a fun, hands-on craft session 
inspired by local heritage.
  
Suitable for families with 
children aged 4+   

February Half Term 
at the Archives

Archives: Wigan & Leigh
20 Feb
10.30am - 12.00pm
Free, booking essential
 
Come and get crafty with us at 
the Archives! Perfect for kids and 
families this half term.

Powertex Sculpting

Archives: Wigan & Leigh
14 Mar
10.30am - 13.30pm 
£3 (inc. Eventbrite booking fee), 
booking essential  

Explore the magic world of 
Powertex fabric sculpting in this 
this intermediate-level workshop 
led by artist Jackie Rogerson. 
Suitable for adults and children 
aged 11+

Walking Tour of 
Atherton Cemetery 

Atherton Cemetery
24 March
11am –  12.30pm
£2 booking essential 
Please check our web page for 
details.   

Join us on a guided tour of 
Atherton Cemetery to discover 
more about the fascinating lives 
of former residents of the town.  

Photo courtesy of Archives: Wigan & Leigh 

To book, follow our QR code, call 01942 404430 or visit 
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/MuseumArchivesEvents
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Wigan Libraries

In our libraries you will receive a warm 
welcome from experienced staff, as well 
as the use of books, audio books, public 
PCs, and free Wi-Fi.     

Free library membership is easy to set 
up and gives you access to all 15 of our 
libraries across the borough. With your 
membership card you can access free 
eBooks, eAudiobooks and eMagazines via 
the BorrowBox app. There is a wide range 
of regular activities for all ages as well as 
special events throughout the year. Pop in 
to discover a whole world of exploration, 
information, and creativity for FREE!

        Facilities & Accessibility

All our libraries differ but all are 
DDA compliant. For information 
of facilities at particular 
branches please visit   
wigan.gov.uk/Resident/
Libraries

Information
With branches based 
throughout the borough, for 
information on each branch, 
opening hours and to find 
your nearest library please 
visit wigan.gov.uk/Resident/
Libraries

For more information and to 
join for free visit e-books, 
audio books and e-magazines 
(wigan.gov.uk)

@wiganlibraries @wigan_libraries

Children’s Craft Club

Ashton Library	
Every Friday	
3.30-4.30pm	
Free, drop in

Free, drop in craft session 
suitable for all school age 
children.

Quiz Me Quick

Hindley Library and 
Community Centre	
Every Friday	
3.30-4.15pm	
Free, drop in

Expect quiz questions, word 
searches and mystery objects. 
Drop-in and put yourself to 
the test!

Book Chat

Golborne Library	
Last Thursday of the month	
1.00-2.00pm	
Free, drop in

Share your love of books and 
chat about your latest read at 
this free session, no booking 
required.

Choices Chat Club

Lamberhead Green Library	
Every Monday	
11.00am - 12.00pm	
Free, drop in

Free, drop in session including 
different topics to discuss, 
complimentary refreshments 
and the chance to meet new 
friends.

http://wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries
http://wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries
http://wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries
http://wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries/eMagazines.aspx
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries/eMagazines.aspx
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries/eMagazines.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WiganLibraries 
https://www.instagram.com/wigan_libraries/ 
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Craft With Company

Marsh Green Library
Every Monday
10.00-11.30am
Free, drop in

Our former ‘Knit & Natter’ group 
has evolved!  Bring any project 
you’re working on and enjoy a 
friendly chat and brew while you 
complete it.

Friday Children’s 
Craft Club

Standish Library	
Every Friday	
3.15-5.00pm	
Free, drop in

Join us every Friday and try a 
different craft each week.  Free, 
no booking required.

Children’s Lego Club

Platt Bridge Library
Every Friday
3.30-4.30pm (term time), 
12.30-2.30pm (school holidays)	
Free, drop in

Children are invited to use their 
imaginations to create objects 
with lego pieces.  Free, no 
booking required.

Knit and Natter

Tyldesley Library	
Every Thursday	
12.00-2.30pm	
Free, drop in

Lots of chat, brews and knitting 
at our weekly Kint and Natter 
session.  All are welcome.

Chess Club

Leigh Library	
Every Saturday	
11.00am-1.45pm	
Free, drop in

Our Chess Club is back!  Join 
our chess club to learn, practice 
and sharpen your chess skills 
in a welcoming environment.  
Everyone welcome, no 
experience needed!

Appy Days

Atherton Library	
Every Tuesday
10.00am-12.00pm	
Free, drop in

Shout Out to the amazing ‘Appy 
Days’ at Atherton library.
This group not only helps adults 
with online support, it provides 
them with the opportunity to 
make new friends, learn new 
skills and gain new interests - all 
in a safe, warm and welcoming 
environment!
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The Reader Reading 
Group

Wigan Library	
Every Thursday	
2.00-3.00pm	
Free, drop in

A friendly volunteer provides a 
warm welcome and something 
specially chosen to read. You 
choose whether to join in the 
reading and conversation, or just 
sit back and listen. Everyone’s 
welcome – just grab a cuppa, come 
along and be part of the story.

Off The Page

Various libraries	
Various days	
Check Eventbrite and social 
media for upcoming events
Check Eventbrite for ticket 
prices

Off The Page is a brand-new 
live event series held monthly 
across libraries in the Wigan 
Borough, commencing in 
September 2025. In these 
sessions, we will explore 
different topics around the 
craft of writing, the business of 
being an author, and the real-
world insights behind recently 
published books. Keep an 
eye on our socials and follow 
our Eventbrite page for more 
details.

Ancestry Group

Shevington Library	
Every Wednesday	
11.00am-1.00pm	
Free, drop in

Come and join our social group who 
come together every Wednesday to 
research their family history.  Free, 
no booking required.

Thursday Evening 
Talks/Fish and Chip 
Suppers

Leigh Library	
Various Thursdays throughout 
the year 	
Check Eventbrite and social 
media for upcoming events	
and ticket prices

Come and join us at one 
of Leigh Library’s famous 
‘Thursday Evening Events’ that 
have included local history 
talks, book launches, music, 
quizzes and murder mystery 
nights with some events even 
including a fish and chip supper 
- what’s not to like!

Super Saturday

Various Libraries 
Every Sat	
Check social media	
Free, drop in

Enjoy family activities including 
crafts, games and play plus the 
opportunity to borrow a wide 
range of books to continue 
the fun at home. Check social 
media to see what is happening 
near you.

For more events in Wigan Libraries, and to book, follow our 
QR code or visit https://www.wigan.gov.uk/LibrariesEvents
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Haigh Woodland Park

Discover a world of adventure, enchanting 
woods, tasty eateries, golf of all kinds, 
family-friendly activities and events for 
all ages. Activities are based inside the 
Classroom, or in the great outdoors.

        Facilities & Accessibility

On-site parking. All activities in 
Kitchen Courtyard classroom, 
shops and cafes are accessible 
for wheelchair users.  Lift access 
to the first floor of the Stables 
building. 16 dedicated accessible 
parking spaces, 4 wheelchair-
friendly picnic tables and 2 
accessible toilets, including one 
with hoist/wet room.

Some pathways on the park are 
accessible for wheelchair users. 
Other pathways are uneven under 
foot or inclined. Contact us for 
access information related to 
guided walks.

Address
Haigh Woodland Park, School 
Lane, Wigan WN2 1PE

Visitor Centre Opening Times: 
Autumn/Winter 8am-5pm 

Contact
01942 828280 
info@haighwoodlandpark.co.uk

@haighwoodlandpark @haighwoodlandpark

Woodland Walks

Every day

Hundred of woodland walks are 
waiting to be explored at Haigh 
Woodland Park!

Ask the friendly team in the Visitor 
Centre to recommend a walk!

Adventure Golf

Every day	
9am – 5pm	
£4.50 per person

This 18-hole adventure golf 
course offers many challenges 
and obstacles to test your skills. 
Take a ride on the Viking boat, 
challenge yourself by putting 
through a tree stump vortex hole, 
or simply indulge in the stunning 
views that make this adventure 
golf course like no other. No need 
to book just turn up and pay at the 
Visitor Centre.

https://www.facebook.com/haighwoodlandpark
https://www.instagram.com/haighwoodlandpark/%20/
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Low & High Ropes

Every day
Low Ropes - Prices from £11
High Ropes - Prices from £17
Book on the Be Well app

Low ropes has 9 fun obstacles 
and is suitable for ages 5 and 
up, over 1.1m.

The high ropes course has 11 
exhilarating obstacles, finishing 
in a 40 – metre zip wire! 
Suitable for ages 8+, over 1.2m.

Crazy Golf

Sat, Sun and half terms 	
From 11am	
£1 per person, cash only 

Play through the dinosaur, past 
the lighthouse, under Humpty 
Dumpty and around Captain 
Jack Sparrow and enjoy this 
wonderful 18 hole crazy golf 
course for all the family, located 
opposite the High Ropes course.

Adventure Play

Every Day
Free 

Our large adventure play park is 
open all year round!

Enjoy a Bite and Brew 
in The Courtyard!

Every day	
Various 

Choose from one of the amazing 
businesses in Haigh’s historic 
Courtyard to enjoy a drink, snack 
or lunch. Open 7 days a week.

To book, follow our QR code, call 01942 828280 or visit 
https://www.haighwoodlandpark.co.uk/events.
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Get Involved (all venues)

Reminiscence 
Workshops

Archives: Wigan & Leigh 
have a range of reminiscence 
workshops specifically 
designed to support people 
with dementia. To book a 
session or find out more, you 
can contact the Archives team 
at archives@wigan.gov.uk

Shop Windows 
into History

Archives: Wigan & Leigh  

The Leigh Town Hall shop 
window displays change 
regularly and feature a range 
of local history and work 
from local heritage groups 
and artists. If you or your 
community group want to get 
involved for our displays in 
2026 & 27 email us at  
archives@wigan.gov.uk

Secondary School 
Careers Day

Archives: Wigan & Leigh
Slots available on Request 

Have you ever wondered what 
life as an archivist is like? How 
to get into a heritage career? 
Our team are always happy to 
speak to your class about their 
experiences in the sector, just 
email us at  
archives@wigan.gov.uk 

Past Forward 
Magazine

We’re looking for new articles 
relating to the history of our 
borough for our next edition of 
Past Forward! Articles can be 
up to 1000 words and include 
images. Past Forward sells for 
£2.00 at cultural venues across 
the borough. Submit articles to 
 pastforward@wigan.gov.uk

Volunteering 
Opportunities

We are always looking for new 
people to join our volunteer 
teams and have a range of 
opportunities available. To 
find out more, email the venue 
you’re interested in volunteering 
at or pop in for a chat!
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Listings
At a Glance January - April 2026 

Exhibitions

When Event Page Where

Tue-Sat New Exhibition Wigan’s Voice  07 Wigan Museum 

Tue - Sat The Drumcroon Collection Part II: 
Selected prints, paintings, sculptures, 
textiles and photographs 

11 The Turnpike Gallery

Tue - Sat Archives: Wigan & Leigh 
Permanent Exhibition  

 15 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

Tue - Sat  Every Community Needs a Stage  15 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

January

When Event Page Where

7 Sketchbook Social  13 The Turnpike Gallery 

24 Saturday Family Workshops  13 The Turnpike Gallery 

31 Relaxed Mornings  16 Archives: Wigan & Leigh 

20 Let’s Talk History   17 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

29 Book Chat  21 Golborne Library

February

When Event Page Where

4 Sketchbook Social  13 The Turnpike Gallery 

7 Saturday Family Crafts   18 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

14 Chinese New Year Celebrations  07 Wigan Museum

17 Let’s Talk History   17 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

17,18,19 February Half Term at the Turnpike   13 The Turnpike Gallery

20 February Half Term at the Archives  18 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

25 Leigh Town Hall Tours  16 Archives: Wigan & Leigh 

26 Book Chat  21 Golborne Library 

28 Aspull Ring Ditch Project by Wigan 
Archaeological Society 

 08 Wigan Museum

28 Relaxed Mornings  16 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

28 Saturday Family Workshops  13 The Turnpike Gallery 

March

When Event Page Where

4 Sketchbook Social  13 The Turnpike Gallery 

14 Powertex Sculpting 19 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

17 Let’s Talk History   17 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

25 Leigh Town Hall Tours  16 Archives: Wigan & Leigh 

24 Walking Tour of Atherton Cemetery   19 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

26 Book Chat 21 Golborne Library 

28 Relaxed Mornings 16 Archives: Wigan & Leigh 

28 Saturday Family Workshops  13 The Turnpike Gallery 
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Scan this QR code for info on all of our libraries.

April

When Event Page Where

4 Saturday Family Crafts  18 Archives: Wigan & Leigh

4 Easter Craft Activities  08 Wigan Museum

8 & 11 Half-Term Family Fun  08 Wigan Museum

18 The Rise of the Cotton Industry in 
Wigan 1800 to 1880 by Ken Scally 

 09 Wigan Museum

25 Relaxed Mornings  16 Archives: Wigan & Leigh 

29 Leigh Town Hall Tours  16 Archives: Wigan & Leigh 

30 Book Chat  21 Golborne Library 

Recurring events

When Event Page Where

Every Mon Choices Chat Club  21 Lamberhead Green Library 

Every Mon Craft With Company  22 Marsh Green Library 

Every Tue Appy Days  23  Atherton Library

Every Wed Museum Minis  09 Wigan Museum

Every Wed Ancestry Group  24  Shevington Library 

Every Thu The Reader Reading  24 Wigan Library 

Every Thu Knit and Natter  23 Tyldesley Library 

Every Fri Children’s Craft Club  21 Ashton Library 

Every Fri Quiz Me Quick  21 Hindley Library and 
Community Centre 

Every Fri Children’s Lego Club  22 Platt Bridge Library 

Every Fri Friday Children’s Craft Club  22 Standish Library 

How to find us
Wigan Museum and 
Wigan Library: 

If you’re using public transport, 
we are just a 4 minute (0.2 
miles) walk away from Wigan 
Wallgate rail station.

A 5 minute (0.3 miles) walk 
from Wigan North Western 	
rail station.

A 7 minute (0.4 miles) walk 
from Wigan bus station.

or

If you’re driving, Rodney Street 
car park is only a minute away.
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Turnpike Gallery, Archives: 
Wigan & Leigh and Leigh 
Library: 

Leigh Civic Square is home to 
both The Turnpike Gallery and 
the Archives.

It’s just a 4 minute (0.2 miles) 
walk away from Leigh bus 
station.

or

If you’re driving, the Town Hall 
Surface car park is only 		
a minute away.
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